
 

 

MONTANA WHEAT AND BARLEY COMMITTEE 
Summer Board Meeting 

In-Person and Virtual Meeting 
Havre, Montana 

July 2, 2025 
 
The following were present for either a portion of or the entire meeting. 

 
DIRECTORS 
Terry Angvick, Chairman                  Lee Dahlman, Director 
Max Cederberg, Vice Chairman                     Courtney Herzog, Director              
Brett Dailey, Director                                     Cindy McKamey, Director                          
Keven Bradley, Director                                             

      
EX-OFFICIO DIRECTORS 
Jake McFarlin, Grain Trade, Mountain View Coop 
Jillian Streit, Director of Department of Agriculture 

 
STAFF 
Kent Kupfner, Executive Director 
Lori Wickett, Communications Director    
Kolleen Spurgin, Budget & Grants Coordinator      
Tammy Suek, Administrative Assistant 

 
GUESTS 
Alison Vergeront, Montana Grain Growers 
Erin Ball, Grain Foods Foundation 
Klayton Lohr, Montana Grain Growers 
Darren Boss, MSU 
Doug Holen, Foundation Seed Program 
Brandee Johnston, MSU 
Lochiel Edwards, Producer 
Logan Anderson, Producer 
Victoria Traxler, MPR 
Sam Anderson, Malteurop 
Anna Kecskes, Attorney, Department of Agriculture 
Kari Hahn, Accountant, Department of Agriculture 
Mitch Konen, MGGA 
Kera Birkeland, MGGA 
Mikal Wilkerson, Department of Agriculture 
Trevor Wolery, Producer 
Kera Sedgewick 

 
Wednesday, July 2, 2025: 
Chairman Angvick called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Introductions. No public comment. 
 

Review of March 25, 2025, Meeting Minutes 
Chairman Angvick presented the minutes of the Spring Board Meeting. 
 

Director Cederberg moved, and Director Dahlman seconded the motion to approve the 
minutes. The motion passed unanimously. 
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Department of Agriculture Update 
The new MWBC directors are Logan Anderson (District #2) and Jim Bjelland (District #3). They 
will be opening up the commodity dealers licensing for review. She went to Panama and Peru 
for trade missions. She will also be heading to Canada for trade talks. 
 

Grain Foods Foundation 
Erin Ball talked about what their group does for the industry with primary focus on domestic 
usage. She explained the structure and how they work with stakeholders.  
 

MSU Updates 
Darrin Boss gave the update for MSU, enrollment is up at the college. Peggy is working on the 
variety testing program and hiring more people to help. Federal funding is up in the air, state 
funding is mostly stable. The endowed chair was chosen, and a press release was issued 
Introducing Blake Weidenhedt. Celebrate Ag is November 6-8.  
 
Doug Holen made a $121,000 funding request to help pay for a used combine for the seed 
program. The combine is already purchased and is waiting for a part in Belgrade.  
 

MT Grain Growers 
Klayton Lohr talked about the golf tournament and the putting contest for scholarships. Mitch 
Konen was elected at the president of National Barley Growers. He also talked about the 
convention. The theme is “Make Grain Great Again” and the convention has been reduced from 
three days to two. 
 
Kera talked about the policies effecting producers. They are concerned about NASS and the 
funding surrounding them. 
  

Industry Update 
Jake McFarlin updated the board on pricing and conditions around the country. The rained 
helped with yield and test weights.  
 

Director Reports & Crop Conditions: 
• Chairman Angvick – Not much rain but not too bad. Below average crop. Lots of pulse 

crops. 

• Director Herzog – Good shape. Some areas got hail and were wiped out. 

• Director Dahlman – National Barley Growers: Went with a large delegation.  
Constellation Zoom Call: Seeing how the crops are doing. MGGA Board Meeting: 
Attended. Crop conditions: Some white heads not sure if weather or other factors. Crops 
should be average. Lack of irrigation water.  

• Director McKamey – Wheat Marketing Center: Tour was great. Their board meeting 
followed, and she learned a lot. Home Baking Seminar: Money well spent. Crop 
conditions: Looks good. Timely rains and some hail.  

• Director Cederberg –. His area is looking good now, after the timely rains they got. 
Crops further east in poor condition.  

• Director Dailey – Wheat Foods Council: Staffing issues and well attended meeting. Good 
discussions. Crop conditions: Very spotty with the rains, below average. Some HRW cut 
for hay. 
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• Director Bradley – USWA Food Aid: Traveled to Kenya, lots of tours, camps, 
warehouses and flour mills. Crop conditions: Toward Canada very good, no reseeding 
this year. Good rains this year. There will be less recropping in the future. 

Financial Update 
Kolleen Spurgin presented the financial update including refunders. We are within budget 
parameters and on track to make 2025 budget. 
 

Research & Communication Director Report 
Lori showed the newsletter impact rate with readers. She introduced the new materials for 
elementary teachers to use with their students. Trade teams schedules for the summer. She 
went through the new HRW variety guide. She talked about the new endowed chair. 
 

Executive Director Report   
Kent’s report was in their packet, and he presented MWBC’s virtual update provided to the 
Japanese wheat industry. 
 

Approval of Staff and Director Travel 
 

Director Dailey moved, and Director Dahlman seconded the motion to approve the 
travel. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Upcoming Events 

July 1   MWBC Sponsorships Open 
July 2 Northern Ag Field Day – Havre 
July 4 Office Closed 
July 6-8 Japan Mid-Level Management Trade Team  
July 9 Coors Field Day - Power 
July 9 Eastern Ag Field Day – Sidney 
July 9 MAES Advisory Board Meeting - Sidney 
July 14 NARC Farm Plot Tour - Loring 
July 15-17 US Wheat Associates Meeting – Boise, ID 
July 15 Post Farms Field Day – Bozeman 
July 15 NARC Farm Plot Tour – Turner 
July 16 NARC Farm Plot Tour – Loma 
July 17 Northwestern Ag Field Day – Creston 
July 21-23 Wheat Quality Council Hard Spring Wheat Tour – Fargo, ND 
July 23-24 Malteurop Field Day – Great Falls 
July 27-30 Korean Wheat Crop Survey Trade Team - Bozeman  
July 30-August 1 US Grains Council Meeting – Grand Rapids, MI 
August 3-6 South Asia Trade Team – Great Falls 
August 20 Nippn Trade Team – Great Falls 
September 1 Office Closed 
September 5 MGEA Golf Tournament  
September 15 MWBC Grants Open 
September 21-23 Taiwan Goodwill Mission – Helena 
October 17-25 Governor’s Trade Mission – Japan & Korea 
November 4-6 US Wheat Associates Fall Meeting – Austin, TX 
November 6-8 MSU Celebrate Ag - Bozeman 
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New Business 
Kent went through the travel list for director participation. 
 
The new staff alignment plans were discussed. 
 
Endowed Chair funding $25,000 per year for the next 3 years, for a total of $75,000. 
 

Director Herzog moved, and Director Dailey seconded the motion to approve the funding 
for the Endowed Chair of $75,000 to be dispersed evenly ($25,000) for the next three 
years. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Seed Foundation Funding 
 

Director Cederberg moved, and Director McKamey seconded the motion to approve the 
funding for the Foundation Seed combine for $121,000. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
Director Dahlman moved, and Director Herzog seconded the motion to increase the 
budget from $4,413,203 to $4,559,203. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Next board meeting – October 29-30, 2025, in Great Falls 
 
Other: 
Lori discussed the purchase of a mobile sound system for ease in setting up off-site board 
meetings.    
  
Chairman Angvick asked for public comment and heard none. The meeting was adjourned at 
2:00 p.m. 

 
 
_________________________________                                            _______________ 
Kent Kupfner, Executive Director                                                                             Date 
 

 

 

 

 

 


